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A refrigeration cycle 1 is constituted by joining at least a
compressor 2, a condenser 3, a decompression and expansion
device 4, and an evaporator 5 to each other by a pipe 6. The
condenser 3 is formed of a condenser with a supercooling part
including a condensing part 7 and a supercooling part 8. The
refrigeration cycle 1 further includes an internal heat
exchanger 25. A rate at which the supercooling part 8 occu-
pies with respect to the whole condenser 3 is set to a value
which falls within a range of 3% to 9% when the heat
exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25 falls
within a range of 25% to 75%.
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Kind of refrigerant : R134a

heal exchange efficiency (%) of
vehicle speed internal heat exchanger

25 80 75

high load Idle 9 5 3

( 35C ) 48Km/h 7 6 4
50% :

100Km/h 9 7 6

low load Idie 8 S 3

( 25°C )
50% 40Km/h 6 5 5
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vehicle speed

heat exchange efficiency (%) of
internal heat exchanger

25 50 75

high: load idle 14 11 9

35°C 40Km/n 1 9 3

50%

108Kn/h 11 H 8

low load ldle 3 b 3
( 25°C )

0% A0Km/ % 7 7 5
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REFRIGERATION CYCLE AND CONDENSER
WITH SUPERCOOLING UNIT

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is the National Stage of International
Patent Application No. PCT/JP2011/005651, filed on Oct. 7,
2011, which claims priority to and all the advantages of
Japanese Patent Application No. JP 2011-237624, filed on
Oct. 22, 2010, the content of which is incorporated herein by
reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a refrigeration cycle which
includes both a condenser with a supercooling part and an
internal heat exchanger, and more particularly to a refrigera-
tion cycle which is preferably used for vehicle air condition-
ing and a condenser with a supercooling part which consti-
tutes the refrigeration cycle.

BACKGROUND ART

In a refrigeration cycle for vehicle air conditioning, as
disclosed in patent literature 1 and patent literature 2, for
example, there have been already known the inventions
where, to enhance the operation efficiency of the refrigeration
cycle, that is, aiming at the acquisition of a higher refrigerat-
ing capacity with smaller power of a compressor, a constitu-
tional part which includes a new function is added to a pre-
determined air conditioning unit or a new air conditioning
unit.

Out of these patent literatures, patent literature 1 discloses
a heat exchanger which functions as a condenser constituting
a refrigeration cycle, wherein the heat exchanger is consti-
tuted of a flat tube, corrugated fins, a first tank and a second
tank. A refrigerant upstream side of a core formed of the flat
tube and the corrugated fins constitutes a condensing part, a
refrigerant downstream side of the core constitutes a super-
cooling part, and a gas/liquid separation part is arranged
between the condensing part and the supercooling part. A
refrigerant which is condensed by passing through the con-
densing part is further cooled (supercooled) thus enhancing a
cooling ability of a refrigeration device. In patent literature 1,
there is also described an idea where a rate at which a heat
radiation area of the supercooling part occupies with respect
to a heat radiation area of the whole heat exchanger is set to a
value which falls within a fixed range (10% to 30% in the
patent literature 1).

Further, in patent literature 2, there is described the consti-
tution where an internal heat exchanger which performs a
heat exchange between a high-pressure refrigerant flown out
from a condenser and a low-pressure refrigerant flown out
from an evaporator is arranged on a path of a refrigeration
cycle.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

PTL 1: JP-A-2000-146311
PTL 2: JP-A-2010-127498

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

When a rate at which a heat radiation area of the supercool-
ing part occupies with respect to a heat radiation area of the
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2

heat exchanger with a supercooling part (hereinafter referred
to as condenser for the sake of convenience) described in
patent literature 1 is increased, a heat radiation amount of the
condenser is increased. In this case, it is also necessary to
increase power for operating a compressor which constitutes
a refrigeration cycle. Further, an increase rate of power of the
compressor is larger than an increase rate of endothermic
energy amount of an evaporator. Accordingly, as indicated in
an illustration portion of a Q/L ratio in FIG. 11 of patent
literature 1, it has been known that a COP (Coefficient of
Performance) expressed by a calculation formula of refriger-
ating capacity (Q)/power (L) of compressor has a local maxi-
mum point (maximum efficiency point).

In view of the above, it may be possible to provide the
constitution where a refrigeration cycle also includes an inter-
nal heat exchanger described in patent literature 2, for
example, besides a condenser with a supercooling part. When
the internal heat exchanger is combined with the condenser as
an additional unit, a refrigerant cooled by the condenser is
further cooled also by a heat exchange between a high-pres-
sure refrigerant flown out from the condenser and a low-
pressure refrigerant flown out from an evaporator which is
performed by the internal heat exchanger. Accordingly, the
internal heat exchanger also performs a function of the super-
cooling part and hence, a rate of the supercooling part in the
condenser can be relatively decreased whereby it is possible
to realize the reduction in an amount of refrigerant to be filled
and the enhancement of the heat radiation performance due to
the relative expansion of a condensing part in the condenser.
Further, due to the provision of the internal heat exchanger, an
enthalpy which a refrigerant flowing into the evaporator pos-
sesses can be reduced so that a refrigerating ability of the
refrigeration cycle can be also enhanced.

Here, when the refrigeration cycle includes the internal
heat exchanger, an enthalpy which a refrigerant sucked in by
a compressor possesses is also increased (a temperature or a
pressure is increased relatively) due to the internal heat
exchanger and hence, a power amount of the compressor is
increased. Accordingly, to realize an object of acquiring a
higher cooling capacity with smaller power even when the
refrigeration cycle includes the internal heat exchanger, it is
necessary to set an optimum rate at which the supercooling
part occupies with respect to the condenser again by taking
into account both the power of the compressor which is the
denominator and the refrigerating capacity which is a
numerator in the above-mentioned calculation formula of the
coefficient of performance (COP) change.

On the other hand, as a kind of refrigerant which flows in a
refrigeration cycle for vehicle air conditioning, an R134a
refrigerant is often used. However, a refrigerant which exhib-
its a low global warming potential (GWP) such as an HFO-
1234yf, that is, a low GWP refrigerant has been developed
recently, and it is expected that such a low GWP refrigerant
will be adopted. However, the low GWP refrigerant is rela-
tively costly and hence, there has become a greater demand
for the reduction of an amount of low GWP refrigerant to be
filled in a refrigeration cycle from a viewpoint of lowering a
cost.

Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to provide a
refrigeration cycle where, when an internal heat exchanger is
adopted by the refrigeration cycle in addition to a condenser
with a supercooling part, a rate at which the supercooling part
occupies with respect to the whole condenser is set again such
that an optimum sub cool can be acquired as the whole refrig-
eration cycle and an amount of refrigerant to be filled can be
relatively reduced, and a condenser with a supercooling part
which constitutes the refrigeration cycle.
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Solution to Problem

The invention is directed to a refrigeration cycle which is
constituted by suitably joining at least a compressor which
compresses a refrigerant, a condenser which condenses the
compressed refrigerant, a decompression and expansion
device which decompresses and expands the condensed
refrigerant, and an evaporator which evaporates the decom-
pressed and expanded refrigerant to each other by piping,
wherein the condenser is formed of a condenser with a super-
cooling part, the condenser including a condensing part
which is arranged on an upstream side in the flow of the
refrigerant and condenses the refrigerant by cooling, and a
supercooling part which is arranged downstream of the con-
densing part in the flow of the refrigerant and further cools the
refrigerant, the refrigeration cycle further includes an internal
heat exchanger which includes a first heat exchanging part
through which the refrigerant introduced into the decompres-
sion and expansion device from the condenser flows, and a
second heat exchanging part through which the refrigerant
introduced into a suction side of the compressor from the
evaporator passes, and performs a heat exchange between a
relatively high-temperature refrigerant which flows through
the first heat exchanging part and a relatively low-temperature
refrigerant which flows through the second heat exchanging
part, and a rate at which the supercooling part occupies with
respect to the whole condenser is set based on a maximum
efficiency point of a coefficient of performance of the refrig-
eration cycle introduced based on an outside air load, a
vehicle speed and a heat exchange efficiency which the inter-
nal heat exchanger has (Claim 1).

The refrigeration cycle according to the invention is char-
acterized in that the maximum efficiency points of the coef-
ficient of performance of the refrigeration cycle are intro-
duced respectively based on a plurality of different outside air
loads, a plurality of different vehicle speeds and a plurality of
heat exchange efficiencies which the internal heat exchanger
has respectively, and the rate at which the supercooling part
occupies with respect to the whole condenser is set based on
a value which falls within a range of respectively introduced
maximum efficient points (Claim 2).

Here, the plurality of different outside air loads include a
condition where an outside air temperature is 25° C. and a
relative humidity is 50% at a relatively low load and a condi-
tion where an outside air temperature is 35° C. and a relative
humidity is 50% at a relatively high load, the plurality of
different vehicle speeds include a condition where a driving
state is an idling state and the vehicle speed is 40 km/h at the
relatively low load and a condition where the driving state is
an idling state and the vehicle speed is 40 km/h and 100 kmv/h
at the relatively high load, and the plurality of different heat
exchange efficiencies which the internal heat exchanger has
respectively include a condition where the heat exchange
efficiency is 25%, a condition where the heat exchange effi-
ciency is 50% and a condition where the heat exchange effi-
ciency is 75%, and assuming a refrigerant temperature value
on an inlet side of the first heat exchanging part as T1, a
refrigerant temperature value on an outlet side of the first heat
exchanging part as T2, a refrigerant temperature value on an
outlet side of the second heat exchanging part as T3, and a
refrigerant temperature value on an inlet side of the second
heat exchanging part as T4, the heat exchange efficiency is
introduced by 100x(T3-T4)/(T1-T4) (Claim 3). The idling
state means 0 km/h.
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The refrigeration cycle according to the invention is char-
acterized in that an R134a refrigerant or an HFO-1234yf
refrigerant is used as the refrigerant which flows through the
refrigeration cycle (Claim 4).

The invention is also directed to a refrigeration cycle which
is constituted by suitably joining at least a compressor which
compresses a refrigerant, a condenser which condenses the
compressed refrigerant, a decompression and expansion
device which decompresses and expands the condensed
refrigerant, and an evaporator which evaporates the decom-
pressed and expanded refrigerant to each other by piping,
wherein an R134a refrigerant is used as the refrigerant which
flows through the refrigeration cycle, the condenser is formed
of'acondenser with a supercooling part, the condenser includ-
ing a condensing part which is arranged on an upstream side
in the flow of the refrigerant and condenses the refrigerant by
cooling, and a supercooling part which is arranged down-
stream ofthe condensing part in the flow of the refrigerant and
further cools the refrigerant, the refrigeration cycle further
includes an internal heat exchanger which includes a first heat
exchanging part through which the refrigerant introduced
into the decompression and expansion device from the con-
denser flows, and a second heat exchanging part through
which the refrigerant introduced into a suction side of the
compressor from the evaporator passes, and performs a heat
exchange between a relatively high-temperature refrigerant
which flows through the first heat exchanging part and a
relatively low-temperature refrigerant which flows through
the second heat exchanging part, and assuming a value of the
heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger as X
and a value of a rate at which the supercooling part occupies
with respect to the condenser as Y, the rate of the supercooling
part is set to be expressed by —(3/50)X+15/2<Y=-(3/50)X+
21/2 (Claim 5).

The invention is also directed to a refrigeration cycle which
is constituted by suitably joining at least a compressor which
compresses a refrigerant, a condenser which condenses the
compressed refrigerant, a decompression and expansion
device which decompresses and expands the condensed
refrigerant, and an evaporator which evaporates the decom-
pressed and expanded refrigerant to each other by piping,
wherein an HFO-1234yf refrigerant is used as the refrigerant
which flows through the refrigeration cycle, the condenser is
formed of a condenser with a supercooling part, the con-
denser including a condensing part which is arranged on an
upstream side in the flow of the refrigerant and condenses the
refrigerant by cooling, and a supercooling part which is
arranged downstream of the condensing part in the flow ofthe
refrigerant and further cools the refrigerant, the refrigeration
cycle further includes an internal heat exchanger which
includes a first heat exchanging part through which the refrig-
erant introduced into the decompression and expansion
device from the condenser flows, and a second heat exchang-
ing part through which the refrigerant introduced into a suc-
tion side of the compressor from the evaporator passes, and
performs a heat exchange between a relatively high-tempera-
ture refrigerant which flows through the first heat exchanging
part and a relatively low-temperature refrigerant which flows
through the second heat exchanging part, and assuming a
value of the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat
exchanger as X and a value of a rate at which the supercooling
part occupies with respect to the condenser as Y, a value of the
rate of the supercooling part is set to be expressed by —(4/50)
X+18/2<Y=-(5/50)X+33/2 (Claim 6).

The invention is also directed to a refrigeration cycle which
is constituted by suitably joining at least a compressor which
compresses a refrigerant, a condenser which condenses the
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compressed refrigerant, a decompression and expansion
device which decompresses and expands the condensed
refrigerant, and an evaporator which evaporates the decom-
pressed and expanded refrigerant to each other by piping,
wherein an R134a refrigerant is used as the refrigerant which
flows through the refrigeration cycle, the condenser is formed
of'acondenser with a supercooling part, the condenser includ-
ing a condensing part which is arranged on an upstream side
in the flow of the refrigerant and condenses the refrigerant by
cooling, and a supercooling part which is arranged down-
stream of the condensing part in the flow of the refrigerant and
further cools the refrigerant, the refrigeration cycle further
includes an internal heat exchanger which includes a first heat
exchanging part through which the refrigerant introduced
into the decompression and expansion device from the con-
denser flows, and a second heat exchanging part through
which the refrigerant introduced into a suction side of the
compressor from the evaporator passes, and performs a heat
exchange between a relatively high-temperature refrigerant
which flows through the first heat exchanging part and a
relatively low-temperature refrigerant which flows through
the second heat exchanging part, and a rate at which the
supercooling part occupies with respect to the whole con-
denser falls within a range of 3% to 9% when the heat
exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger falls within
a range of 25% to 75% (Claim 7).

The invention is also directed to a refrigeration cycle which
is constituted by suitably joining at least a compressor which
compresses a refrigerant, a condenser which condenses the
compressed refrigerant, a decompression and expansion
device which decompresses and expands the condensed
refrigerant, and an evaporator which evaporates the decom-
pressed and expanded refrigerant to each other by piping,
wherein an HFO-1234yf refrigerant is used as the refrigerant
which flows through the refrigeration cycle, the condenser is
formed of a condenser with a supercooling part, the con-
denser including a condensing part which is arranged on an
upstream side in the flow of the refrigerant and condenses the
refrigerant by cooling, and a supercooling part which is
arranged downstream of the condensing part in the flow of the
refrigerant and further cools the refrigerant, the refrigeration
cycle further includes an internal heat exchanger which
includes a first heat exchanging part through which the refrig-
erant introduced into the decompression and expansion
device from the condenser flows, and a second heat exchang-
ing part through which the refrigerant introduced into a suc-
tion side of the compressor from the evaporator passes, and
performs a heat exchange between a relatively high-tempera-
ture refrigerant which flows through the first heat exchanging
part and a relatively low-temperature refrigerant which flows
through the second heat exchanging part, and a rate at which
the supercooling part occupies with respect to the whole
condenser falls within a range of 3% to 14% when the heat
exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger falls within
a range of 25% to 75% (Claim 8).

The invention is also directed to a condenser with a super-
cooling part for condensing a compressed refrigerant, the
condenser constituting a refrigeration cycle by suitably con-
necting at least a compressor which compresses the refriger-
ant, a decompression and expansion device which decom-
presses and expands the condensed refrigerant, an evaporator
which evaporates the decompressed and expanded refriger-
ant, and an internal heat exchanger which includes a first heat
exchanging part and a second heat exchanging part, and per-
forms a heat exchange between a relatively high-temperature
refrigerant which flows through the first heat exchanging part
and a relatively low-temperature refrigerant which flows
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6

through the second heat exchanging part to each other by
piping, wherein the condenser includes a condensing part
which is arranged on an upstream side in the flow of the
refrigerant and condenses the refrigerant by cooling, and a
supercooling part which is arranged downstream of the con-
densing part in the flow of the refrigerant and further cools the
refrigerant, and maximum efficiency points of a coefficient of
performance of the refrigeration cycle are respectively intro-
duced based on a plurality of different outside loads, a plu-
rality of different vehicle speeds and a plurality of heat
exchange efficiencies which the internal heat exchanger has
respectively, and the rate at which the supercooling part occu-
pies with respect to the whole condenser is set based on values
which fall within ranges of respectively introduced maximum
efficient points (Claim 9).

The invention is also directed to a condenser with a super-
cooling part for condensing a compressed refrigerant, the
condenser constituting a refrigeration cycle by suitably con-
necting at least a compressor which compresses the refriger-
ant, a decompression and expansion device which decom-
presses and expands the condensed refrigerant, an evaporator
which evaporates the decompressed and expanded refriger-
ant, and an internal heat exchanger which includes a first heat
exchanging part and a second heat exchanging part, and per-
forms a heat exchange between a relatively high-temperature
refrigerant which flows through the first heat exchanging part
and a relatively low-temperature refrigerant which flows
through the second heat exchanging part to each other by
piping, wherein the condenser includes a condensing part
which is arranged on an upstream side in the flow of the
refrigerant and condenses the refrigerant by cooling, and a
supercooling part which is arranged downstream of the con-
densing part in the flow of the refrigerant and further cools the
refrigerant, and a rate at which the supercooling part occupies
with respect to the whole condenser is set to a value which
falls within a range of 3% to 9% when an R134a refrigerant is
used as the refrigerant which flows through the refrigeration
cycle (Claim 10).

The invention is also directed to a condenser with a super-
cooling part for condensing a compressed refrigerant, the
condenser constituting a refrigeration cycle by suitably con-
necting at least a compressor which compresses the refriger-
ant, a decompression and expansion device which decom-
presses and expands the condensed refrigerant, an evaporator
which evaporates the decompressed and expanded refriger-
ant, and an internal heat exchanger which includes a first heat
exchanging part and a second heat exchanging part, and per-
forms a heat exchange between a relatively high-temperature
refrigerant which flows through the first heat exchanging part
and a relatively low-temperature refrigerant which flows
through the second heat exchanging part to each other by
piping, wherein the condenser includes a condensing part
which is arranged on an upstream side in the flow of the
refrigerant and condenses the refrigerant by cooling, and a
supercooling part which is arranged downstream of the con-
densing part in the flow of the refrigerant and further cools the
refrigerant, and a rate at which the supercooling part occupies
with respect to the whole condenser is set to a value which
falls within a range of 3% to 14% when an HFO-1234yf
refrigerant is used as the refrigerant which flows through the
refrigeration cycle (Claim 11).

Advantageous Effects of Invention
As set forth above, according to these inventions, the

refrigeration cycle also includes an internal heat exchanger in
conformity with the condenser with a supercooling part. Due
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to such a constitution, a rate at which the supercooling part
occupies with respect to the whole condenser can be made
relatively small and hence, a condensing part of the condenser
can be made relatively large along with the reduction of the
rate of the supercooling part whereby the heat radiation func-
tion of the condenser can be enhanced. An amount of refrig-
erant to be filled can be also reduced. Accordingly, an envi-
ronmental load can be reduced, and it is particularly also
possible to reduce a cost of the refrigeration cycle when a
relatively expensive HFO-1234yf refrigerant is used as the
refrigerant.

According to these inventions, in the refrigeration cycle
which includes the condenser with a supercooling part and
the internal heat exchanger, even when the internal heat
exchanger is provided, the rate at which the supercooling part
occupies with respect to the whole condenser is set to a value
which falls within a range where a coefficient of performance
indicative of refrigeration efficiency can acquire a maximum
efficiency point under various conditions. Accordingly, the
refrigeration cycle can acquire higher refrigeration efficiency
with less power of the compressor.

According to the invention called for in claim 10 and claim
11, even when the maximum efficiency point of the coeffi-
cient of performance of the refrigeration cycle is not obtained
based on the outside air load, the vehicle speed and the heat
exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger, the high
coefficient of performance can be acquired by setting the rate
at which the supercooling part occupies with respect to the
whole condenser to a value which falls within the range
described in claim 10 or claim 11.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic view showing the whole constitution
of a refrigeration cycle which includes both a condenser with
a supercooling part according to the invention and an internal
heat exchanger.

FIG. 2 is an explanatory view showing one example of the
condenser with a supercooling part used in the above-men-
tioned refrigeration cycle.

FIG. 3 is a Mollier chart on which the refrigeration cycle is
described together with a conventional refrigeration cycle.

FIG. 4 is a view showing rates of the supercooling part
introduced based on various conditions such as a vehicle
speed and heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat
exchanger under a high-load condition and a low-load con-
dition when an R134a refrigerant is used as a kind of a
refrigerant.

FIG. 5 is a view showing a change in a rate of the super-
cooling part when an R134a refrigerant is used in the case
where the rate of the supercooling part at which the coeffi-
cient of performance becomes maximum efficiency is taken
on an axis of ordinates, and heat exchange efficiency of the
internal heat exchanger is taken on an axis of abscissas.

FIG. 6 is a view showing rates of the supercooling part
introduced based on various conditions such as a vehicle
speed and heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat
exchanger under a high-load condition and a low-load con-
dition when an HFO-1234yf refrigerant is used as a kind of
refrigerant.

FIG. 7 is a view showing a change in a rate of the super-
cooling part when the HFO-1234yf refrigerant is used in the
case where the rate of the supercooling part at which the
coefficient of performance becomes maximum efficiency is
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taken on an axis of ordinates, and heat exchange efficiency of
the internal heat exchanger is taken on an axis of abscissas.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, an embodiment of the invention is explained in
conjunction with attached drawings.

FIG. 1 shows one example of a refrigeration cycle 1
according to the invention. The refrigeration cycle 1 is con-
stituted of at least: a compressor 2 which compresses a refrig-
erant; a condenser 3 which condenses the compressed refrig-
erant; a decompression and expansion device 4 which
decompresses and expands the condensed refrigerant; and an
evaporator 5 which evaporates the decompressed and
expanded refrigerant.

The condenser 3 is formed of, as shown in FIG. 1 and FIG.
2, a condenser with a supercooling part which includes a
condensing part 7, a supercooling part 8 and a gas/liquid
separation part (also referred to as “modulator”, this defini-
tion being also applicable hereinafter) 9.

To explain one example of the condenser 3 in conjunction
with FIG. 2 in detail, the condenser 3 includes a core 14 which
is formed by laminating a plurality of tubes 12 and a plurality
of fins 13 alternately in a suitable manner, and tanks 15, 16
which are connected with the tubes 12 in the form where the
tanks 15, 16 are communicated with opening portions on both
ends of the tubes 12 in the longitudinal direction. An inlet
portion 10 and an outlet portion 11 are formed on the tank 15
at suitable positions. Partition portions 17, 18 are formed
between the inlet portion 10 and the outlet portion 11 thus
dividing the tank 15 into tank portions 15a, 155, 15¢. The tank
16 is connected to the gas/liquid separation part 9 by way of
a connector 19. A partition portion 20 is formed on a more
inlet portion 10 side than the connector 19 and an outflow
portion 22 to the gas/liquid separation part 9, and a partition
portion 21 is formed between the outflow portion 22 and the
connector 19 and an inflow portion 23 from the gas/liquid
separation part 9 thus dividing the tank 16 into tank portions
16a, 165, 16¢.

That is, in this condenser 3, a range of the core 14 sand-
wiched between the tank portions 15a, 156 and the tank
portions 16a, 165 constitutes the condensing part 7, and a
range of the core 14 sandwiched between the tank portion 15¢
and the tank portion 16¢ constitutes the supercooling part 8.

Due to such a constitution, in the condenser 3, a vaporized
refrigerant supplied to the tank portion 154 and, eventually,
the condensing part 7 from the compressor 2 through the inlet
portion 10 is cooled by the condensing part 7 so that the
vaporized refrigerant is converted into a liquid refrigerant.
Thereafter, the liquid refrigerant is supplied to the gas/liquid
separation part 9, and the liquid refrigerant is separated into a
vaporized refrigerant and a liquid refrigerant (partially
including a vaporized refrigerant) by the gas/liquid separa-
tion part 9. Further, the liquid refrigerant can be cooled by
making the liquid refrigerant which passes through the con-
densing part 7 and the gas/liquid separation part 9 pass
through the supercooling part 8 so that the refrigerant dis-
charged from the outlet portion 11 of the condenser 3 is
formed into a liquid refrigerant at a rate of approximately
100%.

The condenser 3 may not have the structure where the
condensing part 7 and the supercooling part 8 are integrally
formed with each other. Although not shown in the drawing,
the condensing part 7 and the supercooling part 8 may be
formed as separate members from each other, and a condenser
with a supercooling part may be constituted by combining the
condensing part 7 and the supercooling part 8.
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The refrigeration cycle 1 also includes an internal heat
exchanger 25 on a circulation path of the refrigerant. The
internal heat exchanger 25 includes a first heat exchanging
part through which the refrigerant introduced into the decom-
pression and expansion device 4 from the condenser 3 flows,
and a second heat exchanging part 27 through which the
refrigerant introduced into a suction side of the compressor 2
from the evaporator 5 flows, and can perform a heat exchange
between a relatively high-temperature refrigerant which
flows through the first heat exchanging part 26 and a relatively
low-temperature refrigerant which flows through the second
heat exchanging part 27. As shown in FIG. 1, assuming a
refrigerant temperature value on an inlet side of the first heat
exchanging part 26 as T1, a refrigerant temperature value on
an outlet side of the first heat exchanging part 26 as T2, a
refrigerant temperature value on an outlet side of the second
heat exchanging part 27 as T3, and a refrigerant temperature
value on an inlet side of the second heat exchanging part 27 as
T4, a rate of the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat
exchanger 25 can be introduced by the following formula (1).

100x(T3-T4)/(T1-T4) [Formula 1]

The refrigeration cycle 1 is constituted by suitably con-
necting the compressor 2, the condenser 3, the internal heat
exchanger 25, the decompression and expansion device 4,
and the evaporator 5 to each other by a pipe 6. A high-pressure
line 1A is constituted of a passage through which the refrig-
erant reaches an inflow side of'the decompression and expan-
sion device from the compressor 2, and a low-pressure line 1B
is constituted of a passage through which the refrigerant
reaches an suction side of the compressor 2 from an outflow
side of the decompression and expansion device 4.

Air is supplied to the condenser 3 by a blower 24 which is
positioned in front of or behind the condenser 3 in the vehicle
advancing direction (in front of the condenser 3 in the vehicle
advancing direction in this embodiment). The blower 24 is
constituted of a fan 24q and a motor 245 which rotates the fan
24a.

In a refrigeration cycle which includes the condenser 3
with the supercooling part 8 but not the internal heat
exchanger 25 (hereinafter referred to as a conventional refrig-
eration cycle), a refrigerant repeats a change of state
expressed by A1—-=B2—-C2—-D2—+A1 shown in FIG. 3. On
the other hand, in the refrigeration cycle 1 which includes
both the condenser 3 with a supercooling part and the internal
heat exchanger 25 shown in FIG. 1, the refrigerant repeats a
change of state expressed by Al— A2—
B1—+C2—-C3—+D1—A1 shown in FIG. 3.

When the refrigerant (A1) flown out from the evaporator 5
passes through the second heat exchanging part 27 in the
internal heat exchanger 25, the refrigerant (A1) is heated by a
relatively high-temperature refrigerant which flows into the
decompression and expansion device 4 from the condenser 3
so that an enthalpy of the refrigerant (Al) is increased
whereby the refrigerant on a suction side of the compressor 2
takes the state A2 shown in FIG. 3. Then, the refrigerant is
compressed by the compressor 2 and the refrigerant dis-
charged from the compressor 2 takes the state B1. It has been
known that a change of state similar to an isentropic line
occurs in the refrigerant in this compression process, and the
difference in enthalpy between the states A2, B1 becomes
larger than the difference in enthalpy between the states A1,
B2. Then, the refrigerant is cooled by the condensing part 7 of
the condenser 3, and is condensed to a value on a saturated
liquid line thus taking the state C1. Then, the refrigerant is
cooled also by the supercooling part 8 of the condenser 3 thus
taking the state C2, and is flown out from the condenser 3.
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Thereafter, when the refrigerant passes through the first heat
exchanging part 26 in the internal heat exchanger 25, the
refrigerant is cooled by a heat exchange between the refrig-
erant and the refrigerant which flows through the second heat
exchanging part 27 thus taking the state C3. Then, the refrig-
erant takes the state D1 due to lowering of a pressure thereof
in the decompression and expansion device 4, the refrigerant
absorbs a heat at the evaporator 5, and the refrigerant takes the
state A1 again when the refrigerant is flown out from the
evaporator 5.

Accordingly, as shown in FIG. 3, apower amount “a” of the
compressor 2 in the refrigeration cycle 1 becomes large com-
pared with a power amount “b” of the compressor 2 in a
conventional refrigeration cycle, and also a refrigerating
capacity a' of the refrigeration cycle 1 becomes large com-
pared with a refrigerating capacity b' of the conventional
refrigeration cycle. A coefficient of performance (COP) of the
refrigeration cycle of the invention expressed as a'/a includes
an element by which power of the compressor 2 is increased
by an amount of a-b so that the coefficient of performance
becomes small, and an element by which a cooling capacity is
increased by an amount of a'-b' so that the coefficient of
performance becomes large and hence, it is not always a case
that the coefficient of performance becomes large compared
to the coefficient of performance of the conventional refrig-
eration cycle.

The coefficient of performance (COP) has a local maxi-
mum point (maximum efficiency point). In the case where
R134aisused as akind of refrigerant, under an environmental
condition of high load (air temperature: 35° C., relative
humidity: 50%), three conditions consisting of an idling state
(Idle state), 40 km/h, and 100 km/h are set with respect to a
vehicle speed, and three conditions consisting of 25%, 50%
and 75% are set with respect to heat exchange efficiency of
the internal heat exchanger 25. A rate (%) at which the super-
cooling part 8 occupies with respect to the condenser 3 where
the coefficient of performance (COP) becomes the maximum
efficiency under the combination of both conditions is mea-
sured, and a result described in an upper column of a chart
shown in FIG. 4 is obtained. The load of air is set such that an
air temperature is 35° C. and relative humidity is 50% by
estimating an air condition in summer where a refrigeration
cycle is frequently used. The above-mentioned three condi-
tions are set with respect to the vehicle speed by estimating a
traffic jam, traveling in a town or a city and high-speed trav-
eling respectively. The above-mentioned three conditions are
set with respect to the heat exchange efficiency of the internal
heat exchanger 25 by estimating the heat exchange efficiency
of a heat exchanger having high heat exchange performance
in addition to the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat
exchanger 25 which is used in general as a vehicle air condi-
tioning unit.

That is, the maximum efficiency point of the coefficient of
performance (COP) is acquired when the rate of the super-
cooling part 8 is 9% in the case where the vehicle speed is set
in an idling state (indicated by idle in FIG. 4) and the heat
exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25 is 25%,
is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part 8 is 5% in
the case where the vehicle speed is set in the idling state and
the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25
is 50%, and is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part
8 is 3% in the case where the vehicle speed is set in the idling
state and the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat
exchanger 25 is 75%. The maximum efficiency point of the
coefficient of performance (COP) is acquired when the rate of
the supercooling part 8 is 7% in the case where the vehicle
speed is set to 40 km/h and the heat exchange efficiency of the
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internal heat exchanger 25 is 25%, is acquired when the rate
of'the supercooling part 8 is 6% in the case where the vehicle
speed is set to 40 km/h and the heat exchange efficiency of the
internal heat exchanger 25 is 50%, and is acquired when the
rate of the supercooling part 8 is 4% in the case where the
vehicle speed is set to 40 km/h and the heat exchange effi-
ciency of the internal heat exchanger 25 is 75%. The maxi-
mum efficiency point of the coefficient of performance (COP)
is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part 8 is 9% in
the case where the vehicle speed is set to 100 km/h and the
heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25 is
25%, is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part 8 is
7% in the case where the vehicle speed is set to 100 km/h and
the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25
is 50%, and is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part
8 is 6% in the case where the vehicle speed is set to 100 km/h
and the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat
exchanger 25 is 75%.

Further, in the case where R134a is used as a kind of
refrigerant, under an environmental condition of low load (air
temperature: 25° C., relative humidity: 50%), two conditions
consisting of an idling state (Idle state) and 40 km/h are set
with respect to a vehicle speed, and three conditions consist-
ing of 25%, 50% and 75% are set with respect to heat
exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25. A rate
(%) at which the supercooling part 8 occupies with respect to
the condenser 3 where the coefficient of performance (COP)
becomes the maximum efficiency under the combination of
both conditions is measured, and a result described in a lower
column of the chart shown in FIG. 4 is obtained. The load of
air is set such that an air temperature is 25° C. and relative
humidity is 50% by estimating an air condition in an inter-
mediate period where the use of the refrigeration cycle starts.
The above-mentioned two conditions are set with respect to
the vehicle speed by estimating a traffic jam and traveling in
atown or a city respectively. The reason the condition of 100
km/h with respect to the vehicle speed is deleted is as follows.
That is, when high speed traveling is performed under a low
load environment, a freezing prevention control for the vapor-
izer 5 is started by a control unit or the like which performs an
ON/OFF control of the compressor 2 based on the tempera-
ture detected by a temperature detection means mounted for
preventing freezing of the vaporizer 5 which is provided to a
refrigeration cycle in general so that the operation of the
refrigeration cycle is performed intermittently whereby the
measurement of the maximum efficiency point of the coeffi-
cient of performance is difficult. The above-mentioned three
conditions are set with respect to the heat exchange efficiency
of the internal heat exchanger 25 by estimating the heat
exchange efficiency of a heat exchanger having high heat
exchange performance in addition to the heat exchange effi-
ciency of the internal heat exchanger 25 which is used in
general as a vehicle air conditioning unit.

That is, the maximum efficiency point of the coefficient of
performance (COP) is acquired when the rate of the super-
cooling part 8 is 8% in the case where the vehicle speed is set
in an idle state and the heat exchange efficiency of the internal
heat exchanger 25 is 25%, is acquired when the rate of the
supercooling part 8 is 5% in the case where the vehicle speed
is set in the idle state and the heat exchange efficiency of the
internal heat exchanger 25 is 50%, and is acquired when the
rate of the supercooling part 8 is 3% in the case where the
vehicle speed is set in the idle state and the heat exchange
efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25 is 75%. The
maximum efficiency point of the coefficient of performance
(COP) is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part 8 is
6% in the case where the vehicle speed is set to 40 km/h and
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the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25
is 25%, is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part 8 is
5% in the case where the vehicle speed is set to 40 km/h and
the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25
is 50%, and is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part
8 is 5% in the case where the vehicle speed is set to 40 km/h
and the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat
exchanger 25 is 75%.

Here, when R134a is used as a kind of refrigerant, an upper
limit value of the rate of the supercooling part 8 at which the
coefficient of performance (COP) exhibits the maximum effi-
ciency point is 9%, and a lower limit value of the rate of the
supercooling part 8 at which the coefficient of performance
(COP) exhibits the maximum efficiency point is 3%.

Next, when the rate (%) of the supercooling part 8 at which
the coefficient of performance (COP) exhibits the maximum
efficiency point under the above-mentioned conditions is
taken on an axis of ordinates, and the above-mentioned three
heat exchange efficiencies (%) of the internal heat exchanger
25 are taken on an axis of abscissas, these numerical values
are expressed as characteristic curves shown in FIG. 5. To
look at the distribution of points indicative of the rates of the
respective supercooling parts 8, the dots fall within a width
between an upper imaginary straight line .1 and a lower
imaginary straight line [L2. Assuming a value of heat
exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25 as X
and a value of the rate at which the supercooling part 8
occupies with respect to the condenser 3 as Y, the imaginary
straight line [.1 passes a coordinate point of (heat exchange
efficiency of internal heat exchanger 25: 25%, rate of super-
cooling part 8: 9%) and a coordinate point of (heat exchange
efficiency of internal heat exchanger 25: 75%, rate of super-
cooling part 8: 6%), and the imaginary straight line [.2 passes
a coordinate point of (heat exchange efficiency of internal
heat exchanger 25: 25%, rate of supercooling part 8: 6%) and
a coordinate point of (heat exchange efficiency of internal
heat exchanger 25: 75%, rate of supercooling part 8: 3%).
Accordingly, by setting the value of the rate of the supercool-
ing part 8 such that the value is expressed by the following
formula (2) using a formula for introducing a straight line
which passes two points, the rate of the supercooling part 8
can be set to a percentage which falls within the width
between the upper imaginary straight line [.1 and the lower
imaginary straight line 1.2, that is, the percentage at which the
maximum efficiency point of the coefficient of performance
(COP) is acquired. Accordingly, when R134a is used as the
refrigerant, by setting the rate of the supercooling part 8 to a
value which falls within a range set by the following formula
(2), it is possible to surely acquire a higher refrigerating
capacity with less power of the compressor 2 and hence, an
amount of refrigerant can be also reduced.

—(3/50)X+15/2< Y (3/50)X+21/2

On the other hand, in the case where HFO-1234yfis used
as a kind of refrigerant, under an environmental condition of
high load (air temperature: 35° C., relative humidity: 50%),
three conditions consisting of an idling state (Idle state), 40
km/h, and 100 km/h are set with respect to a vehicle speed,
and three conditions consisting of 25%, 50% and 75% are set
with respect to heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat
exchanger 25. A rate (%) at which the supercooling part 8
occupies with respect to the condenser 3 where the coefficient
of performance (COP) becomes the maximum efficiency
under the combination of both conditions is measured, and a
result described in an upper column of the chart shown in FI1G.
6 is obtained.

[Formula 2]
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That is, the maximum efficiency point of the coefficient of
performance (COP) is acquired when the rate of the super-
cooling part 8 is 14% in the case where the vehicle speed is set
in an idling state (indicated by idle in FIG. 6) and the heat
exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25 is 25%,
is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part 8 is 11% in
the case where the vehicle speed is set in the idling state and
the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25
is 50%, and is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part
8 is 9% in the case where the vehicle speed is set in the idling
state and the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat
exchanger 25 is 75%. The maximum efficiency point of the
coefficient of performance (COP) is acquired when the rate of
the supercooling part 8 is 11% in the case where the vehicle
speed is set to 40 km/h and the heat exchange efficiency of the
internal heat exchanger 25 is 25%, is acquired when the rate
of'the supercooling part 8 is 9% in the case where the vehicle
speed is set to 40 km/h and the heat exchange efficiency of the
internal heat exchanger 25 is 50%, and is acquired when the
rate of the supercooling part 8 is 8% in the case where the
vehicle speed is set to 40 km/h and the heat exchange effi-
ciency of the internal heat exchanger 25 is 75%. The maxi-
mum efficiency point of the coefficient of performance (COP)
is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part 8 is 11% in
the case where the vehicle speed is set to 100 km/h and the
heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25 is
25%, is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part 8 is
10% in the case where the vehicle speed is set to 100 km/h and
the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25
is 50%, and is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part
8 is 8% in the case where the vehicle speed is set to 100 km/h
and the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat
exchanger 25 is 75%.

Further, in the case where HFO-1234yf'is used as a kind of
refrigerant, under an environmental condition of low load (air
temperature: 25° C., relative humidity: 50%), two conditions
consisting of an idling state (Idle state) and 40 km/h are set
with respect to a vehicle speed, and three conditions consist-
ing of 25%, 50% and 75% are set with respect to heat
exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25. A rate
(%) at which the supercooling part 8 occupies with respect to
the condenser 3 where the coefficient of performance (COP)
becomes the maximum efficiency under the combination of
both conditions is measured, and a result described in a lower
column of the chart shown in FIG. 6 is obtained.

That is, the maximum efficiency point of the coefficient of
performance (COP) is acquired when the rate of the super-
cooling part 8 is 8% in the case where the vehicle speed is set
in an idle state and the heat exchange efficiency of the internal
heat exchanger 25 is 25%, is acquired when the rate of the
supercooling part 8 is 6% in the case where the vehicle speed
is set in the idle state and the heat exchange efficiency of the
internal heat exchanger 25 is 50%, and is acquired when the
rate of the supercooling part 8 is 3% in the case where the
vehicle speed is set in the idle state and the heat exchange
efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25 is 75%. The
maximum efficiency point of the coefficient of performance
(COP) is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part 8 is
7% in the case where the vehicle speed is set to 40 km/h and
the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25
is 25%, is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part 8 is
7% in the case where the vehicle speed is set to 40 km/h and
the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25
is 50%, and is acquired when the rate of the supercooling part
8 is 5% in the case where the vehicle speed is set to 40 km/h
and the heat exchange efficiency of the internal heat
exchanger 25 is 75%.
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Here, when HFO-1234yfis used as a kind of refrigerant, an
upper limit value of the rate of the supercooling part 8 at
which the coefficient of performance (COP) exhibits the
maximum efficiency point is 14%, and when HFO-1234yf is
used as a kind of refrigerant, a lower limit value of the rate of
the supercooling part 8 at which the coefficient of perfor-
mance (COP) exhibits the maximum efficiency point is 3%.

Next, when the rate (%) of the supercooling part 8 at which
the coefficient of performance (COP) exhibits the maximum
efficiency point under the above-mentioned conditions is
taken on an axis of ordinates, and the above-mentioned three
heat exchange efficiencies (%) of the internal heat exchanger
25 are taken on an axis of abscissas, these numerical values
are expressed as characteristic curves shown in FIG. 7. To
look at the distribution of points indicative of the rates of the
respective supercooling parts 8, the dots fall within a width
between an upper imaginary straight line 1.3 and a lower
imaginary straight line [4. Assuming a value of heat
exchange efficiency of the internal heat exchanger 25 as X
and a value of the rate at which the supercooling part 8
occupies with respect to the condenser 3 as Y, the imaginary
straight line [.3 passes a coordinate point of (heat exchange
efficiency of internal heat exchanger 25: 25%, rate of super-
cooling part8: 14%) and a coordinate point of (heat exchange
efficiency of internal heat exchanger 25: 75%, rate of super-
cooling part 8: 9%), and the imaginary straight line [.4 passes
a coordinate point of (heat exchange efficiency of internal
heat exchanger 25: 25%, rate of supercooling part 8: 7%) and
a coordinate point of (heat exchange efficiency of internal
heat exchanger 25: 75%, rate of supercooling part 8: 3%).
Accordingly, by setting the value of the rate of the supercool-
ing part 8 such that the value is expressed by the following
formula (3) using a formula for introducing a straight line
which passes two points, the rate of the supercooling part 8
can be set to a percentage which falls within the width
between the upper imaginary straight line [.3 and the lower
imaginary straight line L4, that is, the percentage at which the
maximum efficiency point of the coefficient of performance
(COP) is acquired. Accordingly, when HFO-1234yfis used as
the refrigerant, by setting the rate of the supercooling part 8 to
avalue which falls within a range set by the following formula
(3), it is possible to surely acquire a higher refrigerating
capacity with less power of the compressor 2 and hence, an
amount of refrigerant can be also reduced.

—(4/50)X+18/2< Y (5/50)X+33/2 [Formula 3]

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

: refrigeration cycle

: compressor

: condenser

: decompression and expansion device
. evaporator

pipe

: condensing part

: supercooling part

: gas/liquid separation part
: inlet portion

: outlet portion

: tube

: fin

: core

: tank

15a: tank portion

155: tank portion

16: tank
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16a: tank portion
1654: tank portion
16¢: tank portion
17: partition portion
18: partition portion
19: connector
20: partition portion
21: partition portion
22: outflow portion
23: inflow portion
24: blower
24a: fan
24b: motor
25: internal heat exchanger
26: first heat exchanging part
27: second heat exchanging part

The invention claimed is:

1. A refrigeration cycle (1) comprises a compressor (2)
which compresses a refrigerant, a condenser (3) which con-
denses the compressed refrigerant, a decompression and
expansion device (4) which decompresses and expands the
condensed refrigerant, and an evaporator (5) which evapo-
rates the decompressed and expanded refrigerant, wherein the
compressor (2), the condenser (3), the device (4), and the
evaporator (5) are each joined to each other by piping, and
wherein

the condenser (3) is formed of a condenser with a super-

cooling part, the condenser (3) including a condensing
part (7) which is arranged on an upstream side in the flow
of' the refrigerant and condenses the refrigerant by cool-
ing, and a supercooling part (8) which is arranged down-
stream of the condensing part in the flow of the refrig-
erant and further cools the refrigerant,

the refrigeration cycle (1) further comprises an internal

heat exchanger (25) which includes a first heat exchang-
ing part (26) through which the refrigerant introduced
into the decompression and expansion device (4) from
the condenser (3) flows, and a second heat exchanging
part (27) through which the refrigerant introduced into a
suction side of the compressor (2) from the evaporator
(5) passes, and performs a heat exchange between a
relatively high-temperature refrigerant which flows
through the first heat exchanging part (26) and a rela-
tively low-temperature refrigerant which flows through
the second heat exchanging part (27), and

a rate at which the supercooling part (8) occupies with

respect to the whole condenser (3) is set based on a
maximum efficiency point of a coefficient of perfor-
mance of the refrigeration cycle introduced based on an
outside air load, a vehicle speed and a heat exchange
efficiency which the internal heat exchanger (25) has.

2. The refrigeration cycle (1) according to claim 1, wherein
the maximum efficiency points of the coefficient of perfor-
mance of the refrigeration cycle (1) are introduced respec-
tively based on a plurality of different outside air loads, a
plurality of different vehicle speeds and a plurality of heat
exchange efficiencies which the internal heat exchanger (25)
has respectively, and

the rate at which the supercooling part (8) occupies with

respect to the whole condenser (3) is set based on a value
which falls within a range of respectively introduced
maximum efficient points.

3. The refrigeration cycle (1) according to claim 1, wherein
the plurality of different outside air loads include a condition
where an outside air temperature is 25° C. and a relative
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humidity is 50% at arelatively low load and a condition where

an outside air temperature is 35° C. and a relative humidity is

50% at a relatively high load,

the plurality of different vehicle speeds include a condition
where a driving state is an idling state and the vehicle
speed is 40 km/h at the relatively low load and a condi-
tion where the driving state is an idling state and the
vehicle speed is 40 km/h and 100 km/h at the relatively
high load, and
the plurality of different heat exchange efficiencies which

the internal heat exchanger (25) has respectively include
a condition where the heat exchange efficiency is 25%, a
condition where the heat exchange efficiency is 50% and
a condition where the heat exchange efficiency is 75%,
and assuming a refrigerant temperature value on an inlet
side of the first heat exchanging part (26) as T1, a refrig-
erant temperature value on an outlet side of the first heat
exchanging part (26) as T2, a refrigerant temperature
value on an outlet side of the second heat exchanging
part (27) as T3, and a refrigerant temperature value on an
inlet side of the second heat exchanging part (27) as T4,
the heat exchange efficiency is introduced by the follow-
ing formula (1)

100x(I3-T4)/(T1-T4). [Formula 1]

4. The refrigeration cycle (1) according to claim 1, wherein
an R134a refrigerant or an HFO-1234yf refrigerant is used as
the refrigerant which flows through the refrigeration cycle
.
5. A refrigeration cycle (1) comprising a compressor (2)
which compresses a refrigerant, a condenser (3) which con-
denses the compressed refrigerant, a decompression and
expansion device (4) which decompresses and expands the
condensed refrigerant, and an evaporator (5) which evapo-
rates the decompressed and expanded refrigerant, wherein the
compressor (2), the condenser (3), the device (4), and the
evaporator (5) are each joined to each other by piping, and
wherein
an R134a refrigerant is used as the refrigerant which flows
through the refrigeration cycle (1),

the condenser (3) is formed of a condenser with a super-
cooling part, the condenser (3) including a condensing
part (7) which is arranged on an upstream side in the flow
of the refrigerant and condenses the refrigerant by cool-
ing, and a supercooling part (8) which is arranged down-
stream of the condensing part in the flow of the refrig-
erant and further cools the refrigerant,

the refrigeration cycle (1) further comprises an internal

heat exchanger (25) which includes a first heat exchang-
ing part (26) through which the refrigerant introduced
into the decompression and expansion device (4) from
the condenser (3) flows, and a second heat exchanging
part (27) through which the refrigerant introduced into a
suction side of the compressor (2) from the evaporator
(5) passes, and performs a heat exchange between a
relatively high-temperature refrigerant which flows
through the first heat exchanging part (26) and a rela-
tively low-temperature refrigerant which flows through
the second heat exchanging part (27), and

assuming a value of the heat exchange efficiency of the

internal heat exchanger (25) as X and a value of a rate at
which the supercooling part (8) occupies with respect to
the condenser (3) as Y, the rate of the supercooling part
(8) is set to be expressed by the following formula (2)

—(3/50)X+15/2< Y=(3/50)X+21/2. [Formula 2]
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6. A refrigeration cycle (1) comprising a compressor (2)
which compresses a refrigerant, a condenser (3) which con-
denses the compressed refrigerant, a decompression and
expansion device (4) which decompresses and expands the
condensed refrigerant, and an evaporator (5) which evapo-
rates the decompressed and expanded refrigerant to each
other by piping, wherein the compressor (2), the condenser
(3), the device (4), and the evaporator (5) are each joined to
each other by piping, and wherein
an HFO-1234yf refrigerant is used as the refrigerant which
flows through the refrigeration cycle (1),

the condenser (3) is formed of a condenser with a super-
cooling part, the condenser (3) including a condensing
part (7) which is arranged on an upstream side in the flow
of' the refrigerant and condenses the refrigerant by cool-
ing, and a supercooling part (8) which is arranged down-
stream of the condensing part (7) in the flow of the
refrigerant and further cools the refrigerant,

the refrigeration cycle (1) further comprises an internal

heat exchanger (25) which includes a first heat exchang-
ing part (26) through which the refrigerant introduced
into the decompression and expansion device (4) from
the condenser (3) flows, and a second heat exchanging
part (27) through which the refrigerant introduced into a
suction side of the compressor (2) from the evaporator
(5) passes, and performs a heat exchange between a
relatively high-temperature refrigerant which flows
through the first heat exchanging part (26) and a rela-
tively low-temperature refrigerant which flows through
the second heat exchanging part (27), and

assuming a value of the heat exchange efficiency of the

internal heat exchanger (25) as X and a value of a rate at
which the supercooling part (8) occupies with respect to
the condenser (3) as Y, a value of the rate of the super-
cooling part (8) is set to be expressed by the following
formula (3)

(4/50)X+18/2< Y<—(5/50)X+33/2. [Formula 3]

7. A refrigeration cycle (1) comprises a compressor (2)
which compresses a refrigerant, a condenser (3) which con-
denses the compressed refrigerant, a decompression and
expansion device (4) which decompresses and expands the
condensed refrigerant, and an evaporator (5) which evapo-
rates the decompressed and expanded refrigerant, wherein the
compressor (2), the condenser (3), the device (4), and the
evaporator (5) are each joined to each other by piping, and
wherein
an R134a refrigerant is used as the refrigerant which flows
through the refrigeration cycle (1),

the condenser (3) is formed of a condenser with a super-
cooling part, the condenser (3) including a condensing
part (7) which is arranged on an upstream side in the flow
of' the refrigerant and condenses the refrigerant by cool-
ing, and a supercooling part (8) which is arranged down-
stream of the condensing part (7) in the flow of the
refrigerant and further cools the refrigerant,

the refrigeration cycle (1) further comprises an internal

heat exchanger (25) which includes a first heat exchang-
ing part (26) through which the refrigerant introduced
into the decompression and expansion device (4) from
the condenser (3) flows, and a second heat exchanging
part (27) through which the refrigerant introduced into a
suction side of the compressor (2) from the evaporator
(5) passes, and performs a heat exchange between a
relatively high-temperature refrigerant which flows
through the first heat exchanging part (7) and arelatively

5

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

low-temperature refrigerant which flows through the
second heat exchanging part (27), and
a rate at which the supercooling part (8) occupies with
respect to the whole condenser (3) falls within a range of
3% to 9% when the heat exchange efficiency of the
internal heat exchanger (25) falls within a range of 25%
to 75%.
8. A refrigeration cycle (1) comprises a compressor (2)
which compresses a refrigerant, a condenser (3) which con-
denses the compressed refrigerant, a decompression and
expansion device (4) which decompresses and expands the
condensed refrigerant, and an evaporator (5) which evapo-
rates the decompressed and expanded refrigerant to each
other by piping, wherein the compressor (2), the condenser
(3), the device (4), and the evaporator (5) are each joined to
each other by piping, and wherein
an HFO-1234yf refrigerant is used as the refrigerant which
flows through the refrigeration cycle (1),

the condenser (3) is formed of a condenser with a super-
cooling part, the condenser (3) including a condensing
part (7) which is arranged on an upstream side in the flow
of the refrigerant and condenses the refrigerant by cool-
ing, and a supercooling part (8) which is arranged down-
stream of the condensing part (7) in the flow of the
refrigerant and further cools the refrigerant,

the refrigeration cycle (1) further comprises an internal

heat exchanger (25) which includes a first heat exchang-
ing part (26) through which the refrigerant introduced
into the decompression and expansion device (4) from
the condenser (3) flows, and a second heat exchanging
part (27) through which the refrigerant introduced into a
suction side of the compressor (2) from the evaporator
(5) passes, and performs a heat exchange between a
relatively high-temperature refrigerant which flows
through the first heat exchanging part (26) and a rela-
tively low-temperature refrigerant which flows through
the second heat exchanging part (27), and

a rate at which the supercooling part (8) occupies with

respect to the whole condenser (3) falls within a range of
3% to 14% when the heat exchange efficiency of the
internal heat exchanger (25) falls within a range of 25%
to 75%.

9. A condenser (3) with a supercooling part (8) for con-
densing a compressed refrigerant, the condenser (3) consti-
tuting a refrigeration cycle (1) comprising a compressor (2)
which compresses the refrigerant, a decompression and
expansion device (4) which decompresses and expands the
condensed refrigerant, an evaporator (5) which evaporates the
decompressed and expanded refrigerant, and an internal heat
exchanger (25) which includes a first heat exchanging part
(26) and a second heat exchanging part (27), and performs a
heat exchange between a relatively high-temperature refrig-
erant which flows through the first heat exchanging part (26)
and a relatively low-temperature refrigerant which flows
through the second heat exchanging part (27), wherein the
compressor (2), the device (4), the evaporator (5), and the heat
exchanger (25) are each connected to each other by piping,
and wherein

the condenser (3) includes a condensing part (7) which is

arranged on an upstream side in the flow of the refriger-
ant and condenses the refrigerant by cooling, and a
supercooling part (8) which is arranged downstream of
the condensing part (7) in the flow of the refrigerant and
further cools the refrigerant, and

maximum efficiency points of a coefficient of performance

of the refrigeration cycle are respectively introduced
based on a plurality of different outside loads, a plurality
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of different vehicle speeds and a plurality of heat
exchange efficiencies which the internal heat exchanger
(25) has respectively, and the rate at which the super-
cooling part (8) occupies with respect to the whole con-
denser (3) is set based on values which fall within ranges
of respectively introduced maximum efficient points.
10. The refrigeration cycle (1) according to claim 2,
wherein the plurality of different outside air loads include a
condition where an outside air temperature is 25° C. and a
relative humidity is 50% at a relatively low load and a condi-
tion where an outside air temperature is 35° C. and a relative
humidity is 50% at a relatively high load,
the plurality of different vehicle speeds include a condition
where a driving state is an idling state and the vehicle
speed is 40 km/h at the relatively low load and a condi-
tion where the driving state is an idling state and the
vehicle speed is 40 km/h and 100 km/h at the relatively
high load, and
the plurality of different heat exchange efficiencies which
the internal heat exchanger (25) has respectively include
a condition where the heat exchange efficiency is 25%, a
condition where the heat exchange efficiency is 50% and
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a condition where the heat exchange efficiency is 75%,
and assuming a refrigerant temperature value on an inlet
side of the first heat exchanging part (26) as T1, a refrig-
erant temperature value on an outlet side of the first heat
exchanging part (26) as T2, a refrigerant temperature
value on an outlet side of the second heat exchanging
part (27) as T3, and a refrigerant temperature value on an
inlet side of the second heat exchanging part (27) as T4,
the heat exchange efficiency is introduced by the follow-
ing formula (1)

100x(I3-T4)/(T1-T4). [Formula 1]

11. The refrigeration cycle (1) according to claim 2,
wherein an R134a refrigerant or an HFO-1234yf refrigerant
is used as the refrigerant which flows through the refrigera-
tion cycle (1).

12. The refrigeration cycle (1) according to claim 3,
wherein an R134a refrigerant or an HFO-1234yf refrigerant
is used as the refrigerant which flows through the refrigera-
tion cycle (1).
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